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From fall 1957 to spring 1959, the Central Mississippi Valley American Studies
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A FOOTNGTE FQR THE OCCASION

?Whgne Wheeler e T 'j:' S 5 e

3Thiefze an’ era of launchings.v Atamic-powered suhmerines find theiraway
dep polar: icecaps. .Gas~filled plastic balloons move: upward -
a8 attached, Rockets and missiles are propelled to Varying_he“
d distenpes in efforts to cause ‘them to fall as their designers 86 i &5
# ‘de eatellitee-orbiting around the earth.. : ature

 thinge p |
re-impor ant: ;han ethere, ‘sope more succeesful than other .

y ;n_te
ich 1nc1udes the atom and earth sateluites ia the”

. varying consequences wliic, Ax
American ,ee ocultural cenfiguration. AElsewhere in ‘his ia»\e ] .8
; _pean scholare dinterested in’ American society may,_avﬁ_persnwﬁ o
'geurselves can have only. with great dlfficu*ty.

mo_;t is that. Ameraca, a relatxvely recent development in the Atlantie
mnity, £inds itself value-bound at a time when it necds to see itself
ta, Those whom it would have as allies have themselves begnn to iexamine
ese data for their . 1nf1uence on international relationsa-

lerican Studles is a dlsclpllne designed to give specinl insight into
<esses and .values, among other matters, from which a peculiar pragmatiam

5.~ Is it possible that the discipline will find itself withering in
atmosphere that is truncated by the very value system which it propases
study? Could it be that there is need for basic social scientific and
umanistic research into Ameriecan civilization to acconpany the efforts of
phyaical and natural scientista? _ .

the spirit of penetrating the fundamental secrets of American society
4 culture, the Bulletin is 1aunched neither as an atomic submarine nor
an entirely guided missile but as a paper-and-ink epistle. Let us hope
that it rises not by virtue of its being wholly gas-filled.
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‘ARTHUR E. BESTOR writes:

With this first issue of its3Bu11etin; the Central Hississippil Valley;
American Studics Assoeiation adds another to the growing list of publi-
cations evidencing a scholarly interest in the interrelationships that

exict among the various aspects of Anerican civilization,. .

& misgiving I have sometimes felt--that American studies might become an -

- sexcuse for provinciality of outlookw~has been happily dispelled. by a-year

“abroad. During 1946-47, I was privileged to appear on the programs of

- four Turopean societies engaged in the study of the civilization of the
Jnited States from precisely the same interdisciplinary point of ‘view that

ur Association has adopted. These were the British Ascociation fo Aner=

can Studies, the Deutsche Gesellschaft £ﬁrlﬁmerikastudien;ctheaﬂuﬁnﬁéang}v
ssociation of American Studies, and (a. genmeral association that sponsers
cadenic enterprises as part of a more .comprehensive program) the Gongress
f Buropean American Associations. : ; - LI TR TIE P e

t should be self-evident that the interdisciplinary approach is even.more
aluable to Duropeans seeking to understand the histery and present civile
zation of the United States than to our own citigens. The assumptions

nd presuppositions underlying American actiop in -any field can b :
d for Americams by the kind of. deliberéate analysis . and
.ch” we stand, One vho 1lives and studies: _ <Ay
rever; can hardly remain unaware of:the more ‘obvious.of
tions., A TGuropean, on. the other hand, ‘nust formally e
ptions and presuppositions, not to clarify impressions he ha iy

£

jorbed, but actually to supply him with essentialJclues.t¢3#ﬁdéf§ﬁqﬁﬁigg ;

it do not and can not come to him through direct experience.

e have much to learn from the conclusions that European scholars reach
oncerning combinatlons of ideas which are so familiar to us that their ‘
ignificance eludes our attention. Dy reason of the greater wealth of
urce naterialc available to us, the members of this association and of
:8 sisters will, I am confident, contribute insights ofegual value--—in- .-
.ghts that are indispensable if the meaning of our national experience

s to be grasped by mankind in general. ' '

Arthur Bestor, President
Central Iississippi Valley
American Studies Association

E R X ]

partnent of Iistory
iversity of Illineis
‘bana, Illinois

Hovember 1957
-k
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ENNIG COHEN writes:

appreciate the opportunity given me to inform members of the Central
Hississippi Valley Chapter about the history and present status of

\merican Luarterly was founded at the University cijinnesotaiandffirSt3_-
sued in the spring of 1949 under the editorship of William Van C'Conner.
herpurpose-of:the;new~journal was to-"publish: artiecles, of a speculative,
1tical, and informative nature, which;wi;l;aggistgin-givipgkaagenae“éf_f
rection to studies in the culture of America, past and present." Po this
icy we still adliere. In 1951,-Anthany'ﬁ.;BarGarvan-suaqeeded;Hriﬁ» :
roRner asreﬁitﬁr'andythefﬁniversity;of Penn$y1vaniajassugéﬂfégogébrship
hich included a generous subsiﬂyfwhich,onlerecEQt1y~waéfténmiﬂ&%eﬂ$i-In
2.the American Studies Assoclation, then beginning its initia) member-
ﬁp‘campaign;;officially_endorsed-AmericanHQuarterlx as its journal, - Its
sletfér;ﬁyamerican:Galendar,ﬂ-@adé,:tsT£irétﬂappearan¢efihwth%?épr“*“ﬂ
e{qf?tﬁatfy§§g;f-Withithe_firé&]iESué‘o£3195?”Ibbaggmejmggggf'“'“
‘upon Mr ‘Garyaq*s:resighation.af,the~begiﬂﬁing“cf,thetqurreb
ary I succesded Him ag eddtor, '~ . . . o 0 L e

ust. . conj

Abrary subseriptions aid memberships ve - increased., ‘i nt
ancially. - Ve are considering thewpbssihiiityupf*incr asing the size of
ournasl and-assuring the permanence’of ‘the £ifih issue, our bibliow
ical and pedagogical supplement. Ue are also revising our procedures
“book reviewing. with a view»to.publiahingha-maﬁQrureviéw—artiqle-infeach

sue and a number of brief but timely revieuws. o '

e future,really-dapends,'however1 npcn‘the_wishes=and'support~bfhﬂméri-
- Studies Association members, We need their suggestioné;-articles,*
issistance in obtaining new members, and particularly their specific re=
est to the libraries of their respective institutions to subscribg. to

erican ¢uarterlx;i£ they are not at present doing so. o

Hennig Cohen, Editor
American Cuarterly
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NGTICE CF ANNUAL MEETING

1e annual neeting of the Central liississippi Valley American Studies
sociation will be held on the campus of Iark College, Farkville, Mis-
ri, on Saturday, liarch 29, 1956. The program chajirman is Alexander
Kern, Jepartment of inglish, State University of Icwa, Iowa City, Iowa.
is being assisted by Fred W. Lorch, Department of Znglish and Speech,

a State College, Ames, Iowa. ' '

R A B B R A LS S T T T Fwareraran
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' NEWS AND NOTES FROM REGIONAL COLLEGES

b Grinnell College. Grlnnell College now offers an 1nterdlv1u

i sional conceantration in Americ¢an Studies. . The concentration consists of ap-
proxinately 48 credit hours of work: (1) 24 hours in American history and

¢ American 11terature, (2) three courses chosen from American Art, Government
~and” Dusiness, The Press as a Social Instrumert, Religions in the United

i States, Philosophy in America, Gonstltutlonal Law and Law Admlnlstratlon,'
ﬁ'and The Community; (3) 12 hours in American Studies seminars.

_ _ The American Studies seminars will consist of assmgned read-_
ings, supplementary readings, papers, and discussions of critical issues in
inerican civiligation, as they involve interrelated 11terary. phllOSOphlcal,
rtlstlc, political, econcmic and soclal expression. ' 7
There are now eight majors in thé progran. The commlttee _
thich alministers the program consists of Charles G. Cleaver, ungllsh chair-
an; Joseph’ Jall History; and Charles U, Foater, English,

. " A convocatlon with the title- "Amerlcan Culture at le—century"
as held October 25-27. Speakers included. Per*y Miller,. harvard Unlver51ty,
-dward R. Murrow, CBS news analysty “Tiston’ Pope, Yale D1v1n1ty School, David
iesman, University of Chicago; lorbert Wiener, Hassachusetts Institute of

echnology., ‘Guest soloists included’ Todd Duncan Theresa Greene. and Charles
s+ Matheson. '

Joseph F. Wall, of the Department of ulstory,and a. me* SN
e ngmmlttee on American Studies, is presently dn Scotlan
udjlng the Andrew Carnegle papers. : -

. - Illlnols Statef"@
o omoted Professor cf fmerican L
Social Sclence, is the author. of rﬂlternatlves in American T
' in the ipril, 1957, issue of the South Atlantic (uarterly. Frandes .
lexander, Assistant Professor in Teaching of Social Seiences, is Chalrman

f the Committee on American History of the. IlllHOIS Council for the Social
tudies which prepared the September, 1957, issue of The Counc1lor, entitled
Teaching American History: Techniques and Materials.” lielen. L. Farshall,
rofessor of American History, is the author of Grandest of Enterprises. A
onograph by liss Marshall, "Jesse W. Fell: Friend of Bducation" was pub-
ished as the September, l95?$ issue of Teacher Education, a quarterly pub~
ication of the university. : :

sState University of Iowa. Stow Persons State unlver51ty of
owa, served as Visztlng Professor of American Studles, Stetson University,
he summer of 1957.

An article appearlng in the Iowa English Dulletin for Ccto-
er, 1957, by Florence Black is entitled "Interdisciplinary Processes."

t describes the participation of Doh Lowe, a seventh-grade teacher in UWatera=
00, Iowa, in the first American Studies workshop held at the University of .
yoming at Laramle. The workshop prepared ten units of study which will be
ried by the part1c1pants who will meet again next year to evaluate their

se,

Iowa State College. Research il srogress at the present tinme
neludes the collecting and editing of the letters of Bronson Alcott by

18
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ichard L, lierrnstad:t, "EBasic irends in Twentieth<Century Anerican Imnor"
¥ lorris Yates, and ”Mark Twain's Struggle for Gentility" by Fred ‘. Lorech.
Professor Leonard Feinberg is Fulbrlght lecturer in Amerlcan
terature at the University of Ceylon.

The University of Kanoas, Sdward I, Grier, Department of ing-
ish, has returned from a year' s leave of absence as Jlsltlng Professor of
ierican Literature at the Universities of Lyon and Clermont-Ferrand and has

fresumed his duties as Chairman of the Committee on American clVlllzatlon, re~
splacing V. Stitt Robinson, Department of liistory. Professor vard lilner, vho
aight American Literature and American ClVllmzatlon, 1956-57, is now AS50~
ate Professor of English in Youngstsun University. Rhoten Smith, Politi-
al Science, and Robert Sck:fisld, History of Science, have been awp01nted
o the Committee or American Civilization, replacing Eldon Tields and i,
itt Robincon. Robert Branner, History of Art, has been: appointed Assistant
ofecsor of the Iiistery of Art in Columbia University. Gustav Blanke, Amer-.
an Civilization, University of Munster, Gernanyi recently lectured to stu-
sdents of American Civilization on Semantlcs as a Tool in the tudy of Amerl-
& an ClVlllzatlon. - : :

Lhe Unlver51tv of Kansas Cltl Recently an-American Culture “

% Igram Aas becn deflned here, It 18 .an honors program, governed;through a. 

ed electlves 1n g ) - B ;

r dspartment. In addition to one year of a forelgn language, the student
t make a 1.5 (C£) grade average in the major. The whole is capped with
coperative senior seminar focusing resecarch attention on the Snyder Col-
tion. This research collection of 18,000 volumes (plus additional itens)
Americara should be of interest to many in this area since it includes

are and unique items and books not generally available.
e . Person®:l involved in the American Culture progran, 1957-58:
"earge uhrlich, 4issistant Professor of Art; Kenneth ILaBudde, Director of
ibraries; Viola (Andersen) Perotti, Curator of the Snyder Collection; Thilip
otaudenraus, Assistant Professor of [istory and Government; Parry Stroud, In-

-structor in American therature, Jchn Dowgray. Jr.B Assistant Professor of

listory and Goverament.

i Machurray College. Valter B. Hendrickson, Professor of Hig~
?tory at Macliurray College, was awarded an American Research Ceanter pgrant for
1957-58 to aid his research im the history of natural history societies and
.acadenmies of science in the early Middle West. Cn November 15 Professor
lendrickson spolte to the Academy of Science of St. Louis on: "Hatural Iis-
‘tory and Urban Culture in the liiddle West."

: There have beén two additions to the Inglish departnent
‘Jichard Tynn (M. A. from University of Chicago) and Iiarold Kehler (about to
‘receive his li, A. from Chio University at Athens), whose teaching iz chiefiy
in freshman composition. Thomas Rogers has left to go to the University of
ilew York at Oyster Bay. Alexander Jones, who has written several articles

19
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pn Mark Twain, is now at work onm an article on Ihe Turn of the Screu.

- University of HMissouri. Bower Aly has accepted a professor-
ship at the University of Oregon.- lIis address is Department of Speech. 209
;_illard Hall Bugene, Oregon.

in Park College. The American Studles Progran has, durmng the
‘qcurrent ‘academic year, an enrollment. of one: seniox and thace. juniors,
L The senior student - is wrltlng a thesis on the "Historical

d Social Significance of the Novels of Jack London." This student, -whose
field of concentration is history,: is partlclpating in an Amerlcan Studles _
Senminar discusslng the urbanization of the United States from the standpoint
pf the various disciplines part1c1pat1ng in Park's American Studles Program.

- “For the spring semester a contlnuatlon of the thesis and
;mlnar is planned. At the same time- the junior students (fleld of coacen—_
ration for each of then is’ dlfferent hlstory, political sc¢ience, sociole
ogy) will enroll in a readings course. ae31gned to discuss the theoretmcal
aspects of American Studies and to- £fill the gaps in the knowledge of the
lerican scene these students possess, Bach of the students will work there-
fore on two: reading projects during the . semester,

: Two faculty members are at. worlk on research proaects connect.
with American Studies. C. Stanley Urban of the hlstory department pre-
es . a book on the founder of Park-College,an‘ rlz,.and. :

20
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Arthur E. Destor, Jr.
Vepartnent of Listory
- University of Illinois
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Jice~President:

Alexander C. Kern
Jepartment of Lpgzlish
State University of Ioua
Iowa City, Iowa
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Jerzy Hauptmann

epartment of Political Science
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etin Bditor:
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partment of ubclology
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{IoTmmhda

| CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI VALLEY AMERICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION
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-l"l'-."'l'+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++1 44+ ++++#++++++++++++*++ ++++'l>‘ll++++i'+

e Bulletin of the Central IHiselissippi Valley American Studies Associa-
on is issued twice during each academic year, in the fall and in the
Material for the Spring, 1958, issue should be in the hands of

i R LR L Ty
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oW PERSONS writes., o L

e,affairs of the Cen s;ssmpo; Chapter, as represented by the
sident's file of pape‘s hich has duly come to my hand, appear to be
such good order that theré is ‘nothing for me to do but to extend greet-
5 and to mention the parennlal problem of membershlpa

izational actlvity'of the ASA in the last
years has been made’ P 13 by a grant from the carnegie Corparatlono

5 support will cease aft “June 30, 1960, and expendltures are now.

ng cut back in antlcipat,on'of the "lean times‘aheado' Beginning this

1, the Executive Sec y will change from a3half—time to 4 quarter=-

¢ officer. Other Foundation support is being sought ‘but” 1n the 1ong
the Association must become self—supportzngo“

many of you know, the’or

ociation dues for 1959 wiil be inereased to, §$6. 00 which wlll 1nc1ude
‘national and chapter dues, and will have the effect 6% vindusting"
eral hundred national but regionally unaffiliated members in%o the .

al - chapters in the résauctlve areas in which they. reszde, Persopallyg
elcome the consolldation of natlonal and reglonal membership as a saluu

menbership for 195? totalled 125!-59 an inerease of 95 over. the previous
ar. But this is still well short of the number necessary to carry oa
ociation activities on a self-sustaining basis. We should not hesitate
arge upon colleagues and students w1th inter»dlsclpllnary interests the
%ﬁ its of membership. ,

Stow Persons, President
Central Mississippl Valley
Americaen Studies Association

ate University of Iowa ‘
wa City, Iowa

21
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JS AND NOTES FROM REGIONAL COLLEGES

Eastern Illinois University. Next year, Donald ¥, Tingley
offering three new courses. One is in the Old Northwest. The others
be in intellectual history. The first of these will cover the colo-
-period and the second will deal with the nineteenth century.

University of Illinois. The University of I1linois has

'_sprlng offered the Phineas L. windsor Lectures in Librarianship, a
es which is scheduled usually every second year. This year the genw

“topic -is "Aspects of AMmerican Folklore.!" Professor Mody L, Boat-
ht of the University of Texas of fered the first lecture, "The Family
za’ as a Form of Folklore," March 17. Director Robert B, Downs of the
ersity Library gave the second lecture, “hipocryphal Biology: A Chap~
of American Folklore," March 18. John T, Flanagan of the university's
ish Department gave the third and last of the series, "Folklore in '
ican Literature,” on March 19, 1956, 4s usual, the University of
nois Press will publlsh the 1ectures, and the book should be released

~ate fall,

“John T Flanagan is. edltlnu, in collaboration with Profes-
Arthur Palmer Hudson of the University of North Carolina, an anthology
'..d Folklore Tn Amerlcan I.:Lteratureg to be 1ssued by the 'Row9 Teter-‘-

ect) has been retamned in the M. A, research and Ph, D Programns .,
the M. A. teaching seminar a broader topical approach has been out-
ed, ¢.Z., one report on Immigration, one on Labor, etc. The student
charge of each meeting is expected to give a critical analysis of the
erature related to the topic, indicate controversies, demonstrate at
st one method of presenting the topic, and prepare a written resume.
is hoped that this approach will enable the members of these seminars
nake nore 1Lmed1ate use of the information acqu::.redw
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Volume 2, Wumber 1 | ' Fall, 1958

- INTRODUCTION

o With this issue of its Bulletin, the Central Mississippi
Valley Ameriecan Studles Association concludes the publication of papers
rread at its 1958 Annual Meeting, . ' : :

A The Bulletin of last spring (Volume 1, Number 2) was
.devoted to American humor as it serves to express social class relationships
“in the sntebellum South, as it appears in Ring Lerdner?s view of the common
‘man, and as certain aspects of American life have been satirized by Artemus
iWard, In its own way, each of these treatments manifests the literary-

‘historical, soclo~humanistic approach of the developing field of American
sStudies. . :

H In the current issue, the Bulletin turns iis attention to
‘change and personal and dynastic influence in two cities, Kansas City and
aint Louls. The interdisciplinary perspectives which these three papers

‘bring to the study of American urban growth will cortribute to a view of
.Ameriga-ag-a=whole within which exists a2 certain diversity. Drs. Brown and
Glaab have titled tReir papers, colleetively, "Nature and Enterprise: Two
‘Studies in the Culture of i9theCentury Midwestern City Growth', To these
twe papers, which comprised a section of the annual meeting, has been added
the paper by Dr. Cochran, submitied for publieotion zt the time this issue
of the Bulletin was being planned.

The article by Louis Filler, which concludes CMVASA®s Fall,
1958, Bulletin by asking "Why fimerican Studies'?" may serve as a summary
oT"thls issue and the previous one, It can also act as a c¢hallenge for the
future of American Studies.

Wayne Wheeler, Editor
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HOTICEH OF ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Central Mississippi Velley Lmerican Studies
Associaticon will be held at Macliurray r’c:aJ..'.'l.csege-,ﬂ Jacksonville, Illinoisa
on MHareh 21, 1959, Waltsr B, Heandrickson is in rharme of local arrangerents.

The c¢hairman of the program comnittee is Robert
of Soegiolegy, University of Misscuri, Columbia,
CHMVASA has appointed loward Webh of Central Mi

Warrensburg, to assist with the progran.

Habenstein, Depariment
P“LSideﬂt Stow Persons of
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